June 2020

#chamberstrong

GRAND
ReOPENING
Ribbon Cuttings
(Yup, we do that too!)
Has your business reopened after
the COVID-19 Shelter In Place order?
If so, schedule a Grand Reopening
Ribbon Cutting with us!
Our Chamber wants to support our members that were
forced to close their doors during the last few months. Our
goal is to promote the reopening of our business community!
Plus, this service is FREE!

Schedule a Grand Reopening Ribbon Cutting Today.
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WE’RE OPEN!
Monday - Friday

Mon-Fri 9am - 4pm

20TH ANNUAL
NORTH BRANCH AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
GOLF CLASSIC

Registration
Inside!

Stay Connected.
Stay Happy.
Virtually.

SEE PAGE 2 FOR
DETAILS!

THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 2020
FALCON RIDGE GOLF COURSE
Sponsored By:

www.NorthBranchChamber.com

9am - 4pm

Monthly Scoop
Acknowledging Success in our Area
As we have seen a huge amount of change in our daily activities and daily business,
we also see a continued effort by our city leaders to move forward in the
growth of our community. These efforts have produced solid results, as
we have new business moving to our city and taking residence in our Industrial
Park. This is great news for our area, especially given the times we are in and
considering the struggles many of us are facing.
Behind the successes, there are many individuals that have worked tirelessly at attracting these new
businesses. With today’s economic climate, this was no easy task. We want to acknowledge the hard work
and dedication these individuals displayed.
Thank you to North Branch Mayor Jim Swenson, City Administrator Renae Fry, Director of Community
Development Carla Vita, Bob Boyce with Realty Executives (Industrial Park Realtor), and their teams for
everything they were able to accomplish recently!
Your efforts will have a major impact in our city, and our region, for years to come. We are grateful for your
determination and look forward to future success.
Sincerely,
Jay Reed
Viking Coca-Cola
North Branch Area Chamber President
The mission of the North Branch Area Chamber of Commerce is to enhance
the relationship between business and community for a vibrant future.

Monthly Events
Virtual Happy Hour

Virtual May Luncheon

Thursday, June 18
4-6pm

Tuesday, June 9
12-1pm
Chamber Peer Connections

A Chamber Networking Event
via Zoom!

We will break up into smaller groups to discuss how
business is going, brainstorm ideas or give helpful advice.
Led by Chamber Board.

RSVP to join us for our first ever Chamber Virtual Happy
Hour! Your chance to connect, win prizes from our members,
and have some fun during these crazy times.

Featured Business:

Hope to see you there!

Sponsored by:

Sponsored by:
RSVP on the Chamber
website calendar
page 2

Providing Energy
For A Better Tomorrow
www.minnesotaenergyresources.com

Featured Business

We’re Open
We are offically OPEN! Until further notice, the capacity is limited to 5 people in our
office at a time. We strive to assist our members and community the best we can,
so please let us know how we can help you! Thank you for supporting your local
chambers during this time.
New Office Hours (Summer Hours May Vary):
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
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9am-4pm
9am-4pm
9am-4pm
9am-4pm
9am-4pm

Helping our customers save energy and
money in their homes and businesses.
Call 674-7100 or visit
SaveEnergyInNorthBranch.com

Member News
Helping other businesses is one of the best things
business owners can do to stay top of mind
with their customers. Keech Media is offering
complimentary marketing analysis to help businesses make sure they have the most effective
messaging during the Covid 19 crisis. Set up
your appointment by clicking https://calendly.
com/keechmedia/complimentary-marketinganalysis.
The Board of Education for the North Branch
Area Schools is accepting applications to fill the
vacancy created by Darryl Goebel’s resignation. If
you are interested in serving on the school board,
call Arle Chambers at 651-674-1011 for more
information and an application. Applications are
due back in the district office by June 10, 2020.
Interviews will be conducted on June 11, 2020
with the appointment made at the Regular School
Board meeting on June 11, 2020.
The Vikings Vittles program will be starting
their summer meal delivery on June 10. Food pick
up happens every Wednesday from 3-6pm (or
until gone) at Trinity Lutheran Church, Countryside Mobile Home Park & Stacy Lions Park. Please
consider donating to help this program continue,
they are expecting it to be a busy summer. A
donation of $39 can supply one child with a bag
of food each & every week this summer. Donate at
www.gofundme.com/f/nguk5-viking-vittles

Steve Fredlund Consulting is offering
masterminds, small groups of leaders committed to growing together that meet for one hour
every week over Zoom. Steve takes care of all the
logistics and facilitates the meetings. The first
month is ABSOLUTELY FREE and then each month
the cost increases by $25/month until reaching
its maximum of $150/month. Those who are
chamber members or involved with a nonprofit
will have their maximum capped at $125 (after
5 months). You can join anytime, but we are
launching groups in early June for Small Business
Owners, Nonprofit Leaders, Coaches/Consultants,
and Speakers. Email steve@stevefredlund.com or
give him a call at 651.587.5435.
Taylors Falls Scenic Boat Tours opens June 1! 80
minute daily excursions running 7 days a week
beginning at 1pm. According to the state guidelines, they will be at 22% capacity. Book now at:
https://www.taylorsfallsboat.com/dailyexcursions

North Branch Area Public Schools is pleased
to announce that Superintendent Deb Henton has
received an Educational Leadership Award from
the Minnesota Association of School Administrators (MASA), Region IV!
According to MASA Region IV, the Educational
Leadership award is “intended to recognize a
school leader who is an advocate for public education. It is recognition for dedication and hard work
specifically directed at the regional or state level.
Henton, who is leaving NBAPS at the end of June,
will assume the role of Executive Director of MASA
on July 1.
Our heart-felt
THANKS
to Superintendent
Henton for 13 years
of dedication to
our community!

REVOLVING LOAN FUND AVAILABLE

The City of North Branch City Council and Economic Development Authority, with funding
from East Central Energy, announce a Revolving Loan Fund for businesses affected by the
Virus. The city was presented with a check for $20,000 from East Central Energy on May 19 to
assist businesses during the current pandemic. More information is on the City of North Branch
website: http://www.ci.north-branch.mn.us/covid-19/index.php or on Facebook.

City of NB: The city of North Branch is concerned about our businesses and resources are being posted to the city’s webpage daily. Please see http://
www.ci.north-branch.mn.us/covid-19/index.php for more information. Please note that in spite of the COVID-19 related closures, the city continues
to see growth and activity. There have been 24 new single family home permits issued this year as compared to 13 for the same period last year.
Building permits issued for other activities, such as decks and additions, are at 54 for the first 4 months of this year as compared to 11 from the same
time last year. Construction is underway on the second phase of the Hemingway extension. The new roundabout at Hemingway and TH 95 will be
complete by September 1 of this year. Lastly, construction is underway for a new road south of the industrial park. The new 399th Street should be
complete by July 1.
Chisago County HRA-EDA: As a SBDC satellite office, the Chisago County HRA-EDA is available to assist in helping business with understanding the
Emergency Loan programs available and other business consulting services. Chisago County Board of Commissioners along with the Auditor Treasurer,
took action at the May 6th board meeting to provide temporary relief to residents and businesses that have been impacted by the economic pressures
caused by COVID 19. Penalties associated with late payments of property tax are abated through July 15, 2020.
North Branch Area Schools: As the school district is unable to host kindergarten registration events, North Branch Area Public Schools asks Chamber
members to help spread the word about online Kindergarten registration. Families can watch a kindergarten video, view new spaces coming in the fall
of 2020, review readiness guidelines, see a “Day in the Life” of a kindergarten student, see elementary curriculum, and register for next year at: www.
isd138.org/welcometokindergarten.
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2019
Hole-In-One
Sponsor
Thank you to our emcee,
Jim Jorgenson

2019 Sponsors
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2019 Grand
Hole-In-One
Sponsor
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4 Person Scramble
& Awards Dinner
Thursday, August 13

Proceeds from the Golf Classic
go towards further advancing the
mission of the North Branch Area
Chamber of Commerce:

1pm Shotgun start
Falcon Ridge Golf Course

To enhance the relationship between
business and community for a vibrant future.
North Branch Area Chamber of Commerce
6063 Main St., Suite B
North Branch, MN 55056
651. 674. 4077

www.NorthBranchChamber.com
651. 674. 4077

Sponsorship
GRAND PRIZE HOLE-IN-ONE - $525

HOLE-IN-ONE SPONSOR - $425
____ HOLE SPONSOR - $300

Sponsor banner at hole, listed in registration & event materials,
and website. Optional opportunity to host a game at your hole!
Limited spots.

____ EAGLE SPONSOR - $200
Sponsor sign at hole (24”x18”), listed in registration & event
materials, and website. Limited spots.

____ BIRDIE SPONSOR - $100

Listed in registration & event materials, and website.

HOST SPONSORS

Sponsor sign at the Club House (24”x 18”), listed in registration &
& event materials, and website.

____ Appetizers - $200
____ Dessert - $200

North Branch Area Chamber of Commerce

Annual Golf Classic
Thursday, August 13
1pm Shotgun start
4- person Scramble
Falcon Ridge Golf Course
$300 per team or $75 per golfer
includes green fee, cart, Awards Dinner
The NBA Chamber is preparing for a safe event,
keeping social distancing a priority.
More details will be available as
we get closer to the tournament date.
Names of players & emails required
at least one week before event.

Players will be sent Waiver
to be signed & sent back to
Chamber before
the tournament.
Caddie Pack- $35

____ Drink Co-Sponsor - $150

4’ of “putt improvement” string
4 mulligans (1 per team member)

____

* Items only available as a package
Limit 1 pack per team

Drink Co-Sponsor - $150

GAME SPONSORS

Sponsor sign at the Club House (24”x 18”), listed in registration &
& event materials, and website.

____ Whack-A-Duck - $100
____ Drinko Plinko - $275

Dinner Only- $25 per person
Please note: Alcohol & other drinks
must be purchased from Falcon Ridge

Thank you for supporting our Chamber!

Registration
Names of players & emails required
at least one week prior to tournament.
Company/Organization _________________________
Team Name _________________________________
Player 1 Captain _______________________________
Email ________________________________________
Player 2 ____________________________________
Email ________________________________________
Player 3____________________________________
Email ________________________________________
Player 4 ____________________________________
Email ________________________________________
Contact Name (if different from Captain)
____ # of Professional Golfers on team
Individuals or partial teams will be combined into full teams

Sponsorship Level ____________

$_______

$300 per Team or $75 per Golfer

$_______

$35 Caddie Pack (limit 1 per team)

$_______

$25 Dinner only

$_______
Total $_______

Payment Enclosed
Please Invoice
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Chamber Focus
2020 Board of Directors

SCHOLARSHIPS

Jay Reed - President
Viking Coca-Cola Bottling Co.
(651) 277-2653

Each year, the Chamber awards two scholarships to the upcoming
graduating class. This directly supports our mission to “enhance the
relationship between business and community for a vibrant future,”
as these students ARE our future.
This year, the Scholarship Awards Ceremony was held via a virtual platform due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. Luckily, we were
still able to honor our scholarship recipiants with a special message from our chamber during the presentation, as well as
individual emails wishing them the best and sharing our sympathies of a disrupted graduation.
The Chamber is proud to announce the winners of the 2020 Chamber Scholarships:

Theresa Abler

Emily Jaques

A scholarship in the amount of $750 has
been awarded to Theresa Abler. Theresa will
be attending the Winona State University
for Recreational Therapy and Tourism. She
currently is working as a Resident Assistant
at a local nursing home and is a server at
North Branch Pizza Pub. She plays high
school volleyball and, just last year, was
given the Top 25 in Conference for Trap
Shooting. She is described as a very
compassionate person. Theresa is the
daughter of Brian Abler.

A scholarship in the amount of $500 has
been awarded to Emily Jaques. Emily will
be attending Century College for
Psychology. She plays soccor, “really has
enjoyed her time” in Concert and Treble
Choir, and has worked at various places in
the community. She is described as being a
good example and says that “high school
has been all about personal growth.” Emily
is the daughter of Katherine Jaques.

Congratulations and good luck to both students!

Thank You To Our 2020 Scholarship Contributors!
Thank you to our members who provided their own scholarships in 2020:
American Legion Auxillary Unit #85
American Legion Post #85
American Legion Riders
Chisago County Pheasants Forever
East Central Energy
First State Bank of Wyoming
Lakes Region EMS
Minnco Credit Union
Neighborhood National Bank

North Branch Area Education Fdn
North Branch Area Hockey Assn
North Branch Dental
North Branch Fire Dept. Relief Assn
North Branch Lioness Club
North Branch Lions Club
North Branch Quarterback Club
North Branch Traveling Baseball
North Branch VFW Post #6424

North Branch Youth Tackle Football Assn
RE/Max Muske Community Support Fdn
Sons of the American Legion
Stearns Bank
Viking Blue Line Hockey
Viking Boys Basketball Assn
Viking Pride
Viking Volleyball

Ecumen North Branch
JP Window Fashions
Lakes Center for Youth & Families
North Branch Area Traveling Baseball

*Bolded Businesses are Members of the North Branch Area Chamber of Commerce

#chamb

We’re Stronger, Together.
page
page55

Brad Larson - Treasurer
Members Cooperative Credit Union
(651) 674-0898
Jim Antolik - Director
RE/MAX Results
(651) 317-2186
Jenelle Boyce - Director
95 Printing
(651) 674-4065
Brett Carlson - Director
North Branch Area Public Schools
Community Education
(651) 674-1512
Melissa Collins -Director
MJCollins Photography
(651) 238-0652
Lori Helms - Director
Results Title
(651) 317-2230
Charlie Hult - Director
Lampert Lumber
(651) 674-4415
Christina Huesman - Director
Anytime Fitness
(651) 674-0580
Nathan Keech - Director
Keech Media
(612) 643-0909

Thank You To Those Who Donated Back Their Expo Fees!
Benjamin Franklin Plumbing
Chisago County 4-H
Dream Trips -Gail Probach

Jenna Jones - Vice President
Lakes Center for Youth & Families
(651) 464-3685

Provide Care, Inc.
revitalU - Lori Engel
Revive Chiropractic

erstrong

Jeffrey Richardson - Director
Ecumen North Branch
(651) 237-3000

Chamber Office:
Julia Gervais - Executive Director
Kris Greene - Member Relations

(651) 674-4077
Contact@NorthBranchChamber.com
www.NorthBranchChamber.com

North Branch Area Chamber of Commerce
6063 Main Street, Suite B
North Branch, MN 55056

Presort Standard
U.S. Postage Paid
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www.NorthBranchChamber.com
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651-277-RENT
jimmysjohnnys.com
Work Site Restroom Solutions

STILL
SELLS
HOUSES
Cathy
Carchedi
STILL
SELLS
HOUSES

Special Events - Standard and
Luxury Restroom Trailers
Parks and Recreation - Service Options
Portable Onsite Storage Containers

Over 30
years
the
community,
Cathy
Carchedi
Cathy
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Over
30 serving
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the
community,
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www.CathyCarchedi.com

Family Owned & Operated
Serving East Central Minnesota for over 20 years!
preferpavinginc.net
5846 Old Main St.
Mon-Wed. 9 am-9 pm
Thurs. 9 am-10 pm
Fri & Sat 8 am-10 pm
Sun 11 am-6 pm

5466 St. Croix Trl.
Mon-Sat 8 am-10 pm
Sun 11 am-6 pm

651-674-4082

www.northbranchliquors.com
Store profits are proudly returned to the North
Branch Community!
Celebrating over

70 Years

in Business!

Call for Free Estimates on all your
Black Top and Ready-Mix needs!
Commercial & Residential

651-464-6883 or 320-358-3539

Falcon Ridge Golf Course
651-462-5797

651-277-2265

StearnsBank.com | Follow us

| Member FDIC

$99 per year membership
Per Person by mentioning this
advertisment

